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Abstract—In order to simultaneously solve the problems of
beam diffusion and occlusion in long-distance free space optics
(FSO) transmission, a hybrid relay and OIRS-aided FSO com-
munication system with distributed computing is proposed in
this paper. In the front-end link, the base station sends optical
signals to the optical relay. The signal is forwarded to the
OIRS after being collimated and amplified by the optical relay,
and then transmitted to the user after being reflected by the
OIRS. we derive closed-form solutions of the system’s precise
outage probability, asymptotic outage probability and BER by
jointly considering optical relay gain, OIRS physical model,
pointing error, atmospheric turbulence, atmospheric absorption,
etc. Based on theoretical analysis and simulation results, the
system’s parameter settings have been discussed.

Index Terms—optical intelligent reflecting surface, free space
optics, optical channel modeling, asymptotic analysis.

I. INTRODUCTION

W Ith the continuous improvement of communication
capacity requirements and frequency bands, optical

wireless communication technology has gradually become an
important research direction of future wireless communication
systems, which has attracted widespread attention. Optical
wireless communication, especially free space optics (FSO)
communication technology based on wireless laser communi-
cation, has the advantages of high speed, high capacity, rich
spectrum resources and high confidentiality [1]–[3]. Therefore,
for future broadband wireless communication, FSO commu-
nication is a promising and important research direction.
However, due to the diffusion angle and high directivity of the
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optical signal, the diffusion and easy blocking of the optical
signal become an important factor restricting the system’s
performance in the long-distance FSO transmission. Under
the existing technology, the diffusion of optical signals can
be solved by optical relay [4]–[6]. By setting up optical relay
nodes in free space, the system can re-collimate optical signals,
thereby reducing the diffusion angle of optical signals in long-
distance transmission. The defect that optical signals are easily
blocked has been solved for a long time by avoiding scenes
with obstacles, such as using FSO systems for high-altitude
communication, which seriously restricts the application sce-
narios of FSO systems.

Optical intelligent reflecting surface (OIRS), as a new type
of programmable communication device, can perform opera-
tions such as reflection, shaping, and beam splitting on light
beams, which is expected to solve the problem that optical
signals are easily blocked [7], [8]. By setting one or more
OIRSs in the environment, the optical signal is reflected by
the OIRS to reach the user, thereby bypassing obstacles on the
direct path. When an OIRS path is blocked, the base station
can select an unblocked OIRS for signal transmission, thereby
improving the robustness of the system [9], [10].

In order to simultaneously solve the problems of beam
diffusion and occlusion in long-distance FSO transmission, a
hybrid relay and OIRS-aided distributed FSO system is pro-
posed in this paper. In the front-end link, the base station sends
optical signals to the optical relay. The signal is forwarded to
the OIRS after being collimated and amplified by the optical
relay, and then transmitted to the user after being reflected
by the OIRS. Different from the existing broadband radio
frequency communication system, this system uses optical
carrier as the communication medium, which has extremely
high communication bandwidth and speed [11]–[13]. Through
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the OIRS in the space, the system adopts the distributed
computing method to solve many defects of the long-distance
FSO system, so it has certain advantages compared with
the traditional broadband wireless communication. Different
from the existing OIRS-aided FSO system, this paper also
conducts mathematical modeling and derivation for the optical
relay and OIRS in the system, and obtains the closed-form
expression of the performance of the hybrid relay and OIRS-
aided distributed FSO system [14]–[16]. At the same time,
when conducting channel modeling and performance analysis,
this paper comprehensively considers the factors in the actual
system such as optical relay gain, OIRS physical model,
pointing error, atmospheric turbulence, and path loss, which
fits the actual system.

The contributions of this paper are as follows:
1. We design a hybrid relay and OIRS-aided distributed FSO

system, and perform mathematical modeling on it.
2. We derive closed-form solutions of the system’s precise

outage probability, asymptotic outage probability and BER by
jointly considering optical relay gain, OIRS physical model,
pointing error, atmospheric turbulence, atmospheric absorp-
tion, etc.

3. Based on theoretical analysis and simulation results, we
have discussed the system’s parameter settings.

The rest of this paper are organized as follows. Section II
introduces our system model and derives the expressions of the
signals at the user. In Section III, we deduce the channel fading
correlation expressions of the two links from the base station to
the relay and from the relay to the user respectively. In Section
IV, we derive the expression for system’s precise outage
probability, asymptotic outage probability and BER. Section
V shows some numerical results and makes some discussions
on system parameters. Section VI draws conclusion.

II. SYSTEM MODEL

In this paper, we consider a hybrid relay and OIRS-aided
distributed FSO system, as shown in Fig. 1. In the front-
end link between the base station and the relay, we use the
FSO communication based on the direct path for long-distance
high-speed data transmission. The front-end link is mainly
suitable for the construction of communication links between
base stations and large facilities such as buildings, trains, and
subways. Since the communication link is located in an area
that is not easily disturbed, such as high altitude, it can be
set based on the direct path. In the back-end link between
the relay and the user, we use one or more OIRS to assist
the FSO communication, so as to build multiple artificially
controlled optical channels. When the direct channel between
the relay and the user is blocked or the channel condition is
poor, the optical signal can be reflected to the user through the
OIRS, thereby improving the overall robustness of the system.
The relay can even choose among multiple OIRS, and select
the OIRS with the best channel condition for transmission. At
the same time, since OIRS are set in various positions in free
space, each OIRS can be responsible for users in a space area,
thus realizing a distributed FSO system.

Base station Obstacle

OIRS 2

Relay User

OIRS 1

Fig. 1: Schematic diagram of a hybrid relay and OIRS-aided
distributed FSO system.

Assuming that the system consists of a base station, a relay,
I OIRSs and J users. Then the signal received at the relay yr
can be expressed as

yr = hs,rst + nr, (1)

where hs,r is the channel fading from the source to the relay;
Since we utilize IM/DD with OOK modulation in this system,
st = 0 or 2Pt, where Pt is the average optical transmitted
power at the base station; nr is the zero-mean Gaussian white
noise from the relay with a variance of σ2

nr
. Then the signal

received by the user j can be expressed as

yuj
= ρj

I∑
i=1

βihr,oihoi,uj
αigryr + nuj

= ρj

I∑
i=1

βihr,oihoi,ujαigrhs,rst

+ ρj

I∑
i=1

βihr,oihoi,uj
αigrnr + nuj

,

(2)

where ρj is the power allocation coefficient for user j and∑J
j=1 ρj = 1; βi indicates whether the OIRS i is selected,

βi = 0 or 1 and
∑I

i=1 βi = 1; hr,oi is the channel fading
from the relay to the OIRS i; hoi,uj is the channel fading
from the OIRS i to the user j; αi is the attenuation coefficient
from the OIRS i; gr is the optical signal gain of the relay; nuj

is the zero-mean Gaussian white noise from the user j with a
variance of σ2

nuj
.

III. CHANNEL MODEL

A. Channel Fading from Base Station to Relay
Below we will analyze the channel fading from the base sta-

tion to the relay, which arises from pointing error, atmospheric
turbulence and path loss. Therefore, the channel fading from
the source to the relay hs,r can be expressed as

hs,r = hps,r
has,r

hls,r , (3)

where hps,r
is the channel fading from the source to the relay

caused by pointing error, has,r
is the channel fading from

the source via OIRS i to the relay caused by atmospheric
turbulence, and hls,r is the channel fading from the source via
OIRS i to the relay caused by path loss.
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1) Pointing Error: In the FSO system, due to the narrow
beam and high directivity, the offset of the light spot at the
receiver relative to the center of the receiver will cause a
certain signal fading, which is caused by the jitter of the
transmitter and the propagation of the beam in free space and
is called pointing error. According to [2], [3], the probability
density function of the channel fading caused by pointing error
hps,r in the FSO link can be expressed as

fhps,r
(hps,r ) =

ω2
zeq

4A0σ2
θt
l2s,r

×

hps,r

A0

 ω2
zeq

4A0σ2
θt

l2s,r
−1

, (4)

where A0 is the fraction of the receiver’s collected power at
Rr = 0 and ωzeq is the equivalent beam width. We have A0 =

[erf(z)]2 and ω2
zeq = ω2

z

√
πerf(z)

2zexp(−z2) , where z =


π
2

a
ωz

is the
ratio between aperture radius and the beam width, erf(x) =
2√
π

 x

0
e−t2dt is the error function, ωz is the beam waist radius

and can be approximated by ωz = ϕtls,r, ϕt is the divergence
angle of the beam at the transmitter.

2) Atmospheric Turbulence: Due to the long length of the
FSO link in this system, the fading caused by atmospheric
turbulence is an important factor that cannot be ignored. At
the same time, since the OIRS is set near the ground, the whole
system should be set in the area near the ground, which fits the
weak turbulence model [2], [3]. Therefore, in this system, we
choose the weak turbulence model of atmospheric turbulence
for analysis. For weak turbulence, the intensity fluctuation is
modeled as a log-normal distribution, which is experimentally
verified. According to [2], [3], the PDF of the channel fading
caused by atmospheric turbulence has,r can be expressed as

fhas,r
(has,r ) =

1

2has,r


2πσ2

X

e
(lnhas,r+2σ2

X)
2

8σ2
X (5)

where σ2
X is the log-amplitude variance, which is given by

σ2
X = 0.30545κ

7
6C2

n(L)l
11
6
s,r ≈ σ2

R

4
(6)

where C2
n(L) is the index of refraction structure parameter at

altitude L, which can be assumed to be constant along the
propagation path, κ = 2π

λ is the optical wavenumber, λ is the
optical wavelength, and σ2

R is the Rytov variance defined as

σ2
R = 1.23C2

nκ
7
6 l

11
6
s,r (7)

3) Path Loss: For FSO links, the path loss of the signal
mainly comes from atmospheric absorption, which is affected
mainly by wavelength, link length, and weather conditions.
In this system, we choose light source with a wavelength of
1550 nm, which is widely used in the FSO link due to its
low absorption rate in the atmosphere [17], [18]. According
to [18], the path loss at 1550 nm can be expressed as

hls,r = 10
−µs,r

ls,r
104

, (8)

where µs,r represents the atmospheric absorption coefficient
per km in the optical channel under current weather con-
ditions, whose unit is dB/km. Since the transition rate of

weather conditions is much slower than the signal transmission
rate, the channel fading caused by path loss can be regarded
as large-scale fading.

4) Channel Fading of the Front-end Link: Since hls,r can
be modeled as a large-scale fading, the PDF of channel fading
from the source to the relay hs,r can be expressed as

fhs,r
(hs,r)

=


fhs,r|has,r

�
hs,r | has,r


fhas,r

�
has,r


dhas,r

(9)

where fhs,r|has,r

�
hs,r | has,r


is the conditional PDF given

the channel fading of atmospheric turbulence has,r
, which can

be derived from (3) and (13) as

fhs,r|has,r

�
hs,r | has,r


=

1

has,r
hls,r

fhps,r


hs,r

has,r
hps,r



=
10

µs,rls,r

104 εs,r
has,r

A0


hs,r10

ls,r

104

has,r
A0

εs,r−1

,

(10)

where εs,r =
ω2

zeq

4A0σ2
θt

l2s,r
.

Substituting (10) and (5) into (9), we can obtain the closed-
form PDF of hs,r as (11)

B. Channel Fading from Relay to User

Since in this system, the channel between the relay and the
user is still an FSO channel, the factors affecting the channel
fading between the relay and the user are still pointing error,
atmospheric turbulence and path loss. However, unlike the
front-end link, there is an OIRS between the relay and the
user to reflect the light beam, which affects the channel fading
in the system. For channel fading caused by atmospheric
turbulence and path loss, the influence of OIRS reflection is
mainly on the extension of the channel path, which does not
change the channel fading distribution. As for the pointing
error, the reflection of the OIRS will increase the jitter of the
beam at the transmitting end and at the same time introduce
the jitter of the OIRS plane, which will change the channel
fading distribution caused by the pointing error. According to
[10], [15], [16], we can obtain the PDF of the pointing error
angle at the relay’s receiving plane θr as

fθr (θr) =
θr

1 +
lr,oi
loi,uj

2

σ2
θ′
r

+ 4σ2
βi

× exp


− θ2r

2

1 +

lr,oi
loi,uj

2

σ2
θ′
r

+ 8σ2
βi


 ,

(12)

where θ
′

r is the beam’s jitter angle at the relay while pointing
to OIRS i; βi is the jitter angle of OIRS, which is independent
of the relay; σ2

θ′
r

is the variance of θr; σ2
βi

is the variance of
βi; lr,oi is the distance from the relay to the OIRS i; loi,uj

is
the distance from the OIRS i to the user j. According to [15],

733
Authorized licensed use limited to: Southeast University. Downloaded on April 08,2024 at 13:48:47 UTC from IEEE Xplore.  Restrictions apply. 



fhs,r
(hs,r) =

10
εs,rµs,rls,r

104 εs,r

A
εs,r
0

hεs,r−1
s,r ×

 ∞

10

µs,rls,r

104 hs,r
A0

h−εs,r
as,r

fhas,r

�
has,r


dhas,r

=
10

εs,rµs,rls,r

104 εs,r

A
εs,r
0

hεs,r−1
s,r ×

 ∞

10

µs,rls,r

104 hs,r
A0

h−εs,r
as,r

1

2has,r


2πσ2

X

× exp

�
lnhas,r

+ 2σ2
X

2
8σ2

X


dhas,r

=
10

εs,rµs,rls,r

104 εs,r

2A
εs,r
0

hεs,r−1
s,r e2σ

2
Xεs,r(1+εs,r) × erfc



ln

hs,r10
µs,rls,r

104

A0
+ 2σ2

X + 4εs,rσ
2
X

2
√
2σX


 .

(11)

[16], the PDF of the channel fading caused by pointing error
in the backend link hpr,uj

can be derived as

fhpr,uj
(hpr,uj

) =
ω2′

zeq

4A0σ2
θ′
r

�
lr,oi + loi,uj

2
+ 16A0σ2

βi
l2r,oi

×


hpr,uj

A0

 ω2′
zeq

4σ2

θ
′
r
(lr,oi+loi,uj )

2
+16σ2

βi
l2r,oi

−1

.

(13)

IV. PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS

A. Outage Probability

Since this system is a dual-link cascaded communication
system, we use decode and forward (DF) method at the relay
to ensure the accuracy of signal transmission. Then the outage
probability of the user j ’s received signal can be expressed
as

Pout(γth) = 1− (1− Fγs,r
(γth))(1− Fγr,uj

(γth))

= Fγs,r
(γth) + Fγr,uj

(γth)− Fγs,r
(γth)Fγr,uj

(γth),

(14)

which indicates that the communication system is not inter-
rupted only when neither the front-end link nor the back-
end link is interrupted, where Fγs,r

(γth) is the cumulative
distribution function (CDF) of the front-end channel’s signal-
to-noise ratio (SNR) from the source to the relay, Fγr,uj

(γth)
is the CDF of the back-end channel’s SNR from the relay to
the user j, and γth is the outage threshold of SNR.

1) Front-end Link: According to (1), the instantaneous
SNR from the source to the relay γs,r can be presented as

γs,r =
2h2

s,rP
2
t

σ2
nr

. (15)

Substituting (15) into (11), we can derive the CDF of γs,r as

Fγs,r
(γth) =

1

2
exp

�
εs,rχs,r + 2εs,rσ

2
X + 2ε2s,rσ

2
X



× erfc


χs,r + 2σ2

X + 4εs,rσ
2
X√

8σX



− 1

2
erfc


χs,r + 2σ2

X√
8σX


,

(16)

where χs,r = 1
2 ln

γth

2 + ln
σnr

A0Pthls,r
.

2) Back-end Link: According to (2), the instantaneous SNR
of the user j γr,uj

can be presented as

γr,uj
=

2
N

i=1 β
2
i α

2
ih

2
r,oih

2
oi,uj

grP
2
t

σ2
nuj

. (17)

In this system, we adopt the strategy of selecting the optimal
OIRS, namely βi = 0 or 1,

I
i=1 βi = 1. Assuming that the

optimal OIRS we choose is OIRS k, γr,uj can be expressed
as

γr,uj
=

2α2
kh

2
r,ok

h2
ok,uj

grP
2
t

σ2
nuj

. (18)

Then according to the (13) and related analysis in Section
III-B, we can derive the CDF of γr,uj as

Fγr,uj
(γth) =

1

2
exp


εr,uj

χr,uj
+ 2εr,uj

σ2
X + 2ε2r,uj

σ2
X



× erfc


χr,uj + 2σ2

X + 4εr,ujσ
2
X√

8σX



− 1

2
erfc


χr,uj

+ 2σ2
X√

8σX


,

(19)

where εr,uj
=

ω2
zeq

4σ2

θ
′
r
(lr,oi+loi,uj )

2
+16σ2

βi
l2r,oi

, and χr,uj
=

1
2 ln

γth

2 + ln
σnuj

A0Ptαkgrhlr,uj

. Substituting (16) and (19) into
(14), we can obtain the outage probability of the user j ’s
received signal Pout(γth).

B. Asymptotic Analysis

In this work, the asymptotic performance expressions can be
derived based on the analytical technique in [19]. According
to [19], we can perform Taylor expansion on POUT and
remove the higher-order terms of 1

γ , so as to obtain the
asymptotic outage probability expression under high SNR.
Then the aymptotic outage probability can be estimated as
(20).

As conditional BER of coherent modulation scheme is
Pe(τ) = ηQ(

√
γζτ), we can obtain the asymptotic average

BER as (21). From (20) and (21), we can observe that the
performance of our cascaded system is dominated by the worst
link, which depends on the parameters of the two links.
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P∞
out(γth) ≈

1

2

(
σnr√

2AoPthls,r

)εs,r

e2εs,rσ
2
X+2ε2s,rσ

2
X · γ

εs,r
2

th +
1

2

(
σnuj√

2AoPtαkgrhlr,uj

)εr,uj

e
2εr,uj

σ2
X+2ε2r,uj

σ2
X · γ

εr,uj
2

th .

(20)

P∞
e =

∫ ∞

0

ηQ(
√
γζγ)fγ(γ)dγ ≈ 2

εs,r
2 −2

ηΓ
(

εs,r+1
2

)
√
π

(
σnr√

2ζAoPthls,r

)εs,r

· e2εs,rσ
2
X−2ε2s,rσ

2
X

+ 2
εr,uj

2 −2
ηΓ

(
εr,uj

+1

2

)
√
π

(
σnuj√

2ζAoPtαkgrhlr,uj

)εr,uj

· e2εr,uj
σ2
X−2ε2r,uj

σ2
X .

(21)

V. NUMERICAL RESULTS

We compare analytical results and simulation results in this
section. The simulation in this paper is based on the practical
physical modeling. In this system, the source uses a laser with
a wavelength of 1550 nm, and sends an optical signal to the
relay. Then, after collimating and amplifying the optical signal,
the relay forwards it to OIRS. The optical signal is reflected
by the OIRS to reach the user. We have added independent
jitter random variables to the direction vector of the optical
beam and the normal vector of the OIRS surface. At the
transmitting end, we simulated 108 independent signals, and
used Monte Carlo method at the receiving end to count the
outage probability and BER. The parameters in the systems are
presented in Table I. Comparing the curves with different σθt

and σβ , we can observe that the variety of pointing error brings
about a large impact on performance. Compared with pointing
error jitter at OIRS, pointing error jitter at the transmitter has a
greater impact on system performance. Comparing the curves
with different σR, we can observe that changes in atmospheric
turbulence parameters have relatively little impact on system
performance, which indicates that the impact of pointing error
in FSO links dominates. Comparing the curves with different
link distance L, we can observe that as the channel length
increases, the system performance deteriorates, which is due to
the joint effect of channel fading parameters such as diffusion
angle and pointing error. Therefore, the secondary collimation
of the optical signal by the optical relay in this system is very
necessary.

TABLE I: SYSTEM SETTINGS

Parameters value
Optical wavelength (λ) 1550 nm

Noise variance at relay (σ2
nr

) 10−6 W
Noise variance at receiver (σ2

nuj
) 10−6 W

Optical signal gain of the relay (gr) 1.5
Attenuation coefficient introduced by OIRS α 0.9

Receiver diameter at the relay (2a1) 20 cm
Receiver diameter at the user (2a2) 30 cm

VI. CONCLUSION

In this work, we propose a hybrid relay and OIRS-aided
distributed FSO system, and perform mathematical modeling
on it. The closed-form solutions of the system’s performance

10 15 20 25 30 35
10-7

10-6

10-5

10-4

10-3

10-2

10-1

100

Simulation
Asym. 

t
=2 10-3, =1 10-4, R=0.6,L=100

Asym. 
t
=3 10-3, =1 10-4, R=0.6,L=100

Asym. 
t
=2 10-3, =5 10-4, R=0.6,L=100

Asym. 
t
=2 10-3, =1 10-4, R=1.2,L=100

Asym. 
t
=2 10-3, =1 10-4, R=0.6,L=200

Fig. 2: The asymptotic BERs and the simulated BERs for
the hybrid relay and OIRS-aided distributed FSO system with
different parameters, the asymptotic results are obtained from
(21).

have been derived. According to theoretical analysis and
simulation results, we can observe that the joint work of relay
and OIRS not only improves system performance, but also
introduces certain channel fading and signal loss. In future
work, we need to find ways to reduce these signal losses, so
as to further optimize the system as a whole.
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